Congress of the United States

Washington, DC 20515

July 15, 2026

The Right Honourable Mark Carney, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2

Canada

Dear Prime Minister Carney,

We write today as members of Michigan's congressional delegation to raise our voices on an
issue that has already drawn letters from our colleagues in past years: wildfire smoke drifting
across the border from Canada into our communities. Additionally, last year, Reps. James and
Bergman each wrote letters to your government to raise the alarm about wildfire smoke pouring
across our border from Canada into our communities. We write jointly this time because a year
has passed, the season has come around again, and nothing has changed except that our patience
has run out.

Our constituents in Michigan are once again under air quality alerts. Our hospitals are once again
treating children, dialysis patients, and older residents for the effects of smoke that did not
originate anywhere near them. This is the third consecutive year we have had to write to
Canadian officials about a crisis that Canada has the tools to prevent and has chosen not to.

We were told last year that this would be treated with urgency. It was not. We were told the
causes, chronic under-investment in forest thinning, fuel reduction, and prescribed burns, along
with inadequate enforcement against arson, were being addressed. They were not, or not
adequately enough to matter to the people we represent. Provincial leaders have offered excuses
instead of results, and in some cases have openly dismissed the health of American citizens as an
inconvenience to their own summer. That attitude is unacceptable from a neighbor and an ally.

We are done accepting apologies in place of action. If Canada will not manage its forests to
prevent these fires, the United States will look elsewhere, and act on our own, to protect our
people. That means our own agencies exploring direct involvement in cross-border fuel
reduction and firefighting capacity. It means reconsidering how much benefit of the doubt this
relationship continues to earn on an issue where American lungs are paying the price for
Canadian inaction, year after year. Sovereignty comes with responsibility, and the responsibility
to prevent a foreseeable disaster from crossing into another country's airspace has not been met.

We are asking for specifics, not sentiment. What funded, measurable steps has your government
taken since last summer to reduce fuel loads and wildfire risk in the provinces responsible for the
smoke reaching the American Midwest? What accountability exists for provincial leaders who
treat this as someone else's problem? And what will genuinely be different by this time next year,
rather than another season of statements followed by the same result?



We remain ready to work with Canada in good faith, as two nations with a long history of
standing together. But that history does not entitle Canada to another year of excuses. Our
constituents are breathing the consequences of this failure right now, and they deserve better than
to be told, again, that it will be handled.

Sincerely,
Jq Jack Bergman
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